It excludes those whose means should place them above charity, and sends them to their proper resource, the regular medical practitioner.
It inculcates a certain self-respect among the very poor who are benefited by it by exacting a small payment for the attention they receive, and fosters habits of prudence and thrift among them by teaching them to provide, while in health, against the sickness which is sure to come some day. No part of London would then remain unprovided for, a complete system would be established wherewith to abolish the present great waste through abuses of the out-patient departments and the overlapping of the work of separate hospitals, and a habit of thrift would be encouraged among the very poor throughout the capital which might be trusted to go far toward remedying the improvidence and want of independent self-respect still, I fear, too prevalent among them.
